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RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE

• 1 of 8 institutions within the Nevada 
System of Higher Education

• 2 main campuses in Las Vegas and Reno

• Over 60 years of environmental research 
and discovery

• More than 600 scientists, engineers, 
students, and support staff

• ~140 PhDs in more than 40 disciplines

• $47M in sponsored research grants and 
contracts annually







INDIRECT COST RECOVERY IS SPENT ON:
Research Support

• Proposal Development
• Sabbaticals
• Project Cost Share
• Faculty Professional Development
• Post Doc Support
• Graduate Students & Research 

Immersion Internship Program

Administration
• Campus and Division Admin
• Grants Accounting
• IT and Computing
• Facilities
• Communications  

EXAMPLE BUDGET– $1M Research Project

Indirect Cost 
Recovery = 
$390,000

Research, Field + Lab
Operations = 

$150,000

Salaries + Fringe = 
$400,000

Students =
$60,000

D R I  B U S I N E S S  M O D E L
P r o j e c t  B u d g e t  E x a m p l e







P R E V I O U S  D R I  F U N D I N G  F O R M U L A

• The sliding scale that was implemented in the 
2015–2017 biennium disincentivized growth.

• It effectively reduced DRI’s state funding by $1 
million annually.

• The formula cut nearly 10 state-funded positions 
for DRI’s facility and administrative staff, shifting 
the burden to research budgets.

• The Legislature reverted DRI’s funding to the base, 
maintenance, & enhancement model in the 2023 
session, effective starting in FY24, at DRI’s 
request.

IMPLEMENTED 
STEP 

CALCULATIONS

GRANTS AND CONTRACTS 
ACTIVITY (INCREMENTS)

12 % $0 – $25,500,000

7.5 % $25,000,001 – $30,000,000

6 % $30,000,001 – $35,000,000

5 % Above $35,000,000





ECO NO M IC IM PACT  &  RET U RN O N ST AT E INVEST M ENT



THANK YOU

Researching the human impact on the environment
And the environment’s impact on humans
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