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ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT PROPOSAL FORM 
(Revised November 2018) 

DIRECTIONS:  Use this form when proposing a new school, college, center, institute or other 

organizational unit.  Internal administrative changes, including but not limited to the addition or 

elimination of departments, do not require approval by the Academic Affairs Council or the Board of 

Regents. 

DATE OF REQUEST: 12/19/2019 

INSTITUTION: University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

NAME OF PROPOSED UNIT: Chambers-Grundy Center for 

Transformative Neuroscience 

DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: July 1, 2020 

PART 1 

A. Action requested

Approval of the naming and inauguration of the:  Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative

Neuroscience.

B. Brief description and purpose of proposed unit

The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience will provide an academic platform for

research and learning opportunities regarding the study of drug development for Alzheimer’s disease and

other brain disorders. The Center will include a Clinical Trials Observatory for tracking new treatments,

trial designs, and biomarkers in clinical trials for neurodegenerative disorders. The Observatory will

develop a database and advance the science of predictive trial analytics. The Center will host a Trial

Technology Incubator to promote the development and implementation of new biomarkers, outcome

measures, and technologies, as well as the appropriate means to analyze the data generated. The Center

will promote interdisciplinary dialogue and research on drug development to identify solutions to

challenges to advance therapeutics rapidly. The Center will engage students in drug development-related

activities, acquainting them with career opportunities in pharmaceutical and biotechnology research. The

Center will create many opportunities for grant proposal submission, donor engagement, and contractual

arrangements for revenue and support of the Center’s agenda. The Center will advance the neuroscience

environment of UNLV and support UNLV’s Top Tier Research status.

Date of AAC Approval: 

03-04-20

Date of Board Approval: 
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C. Outline plans for the success of the proposed unit 

Plans for success of the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience include: 

 

Financial 

• $3,000,000 in donor funds have been secured (see attached Memorandum of Understanding). 

• Grant appplication opportunities appropriate for federal support for advancing clinical trials, funding 

Alzheimer’s research projects, supporting the study of drug development, and integrating 

bioinformatics have been identified, and will be pursued under the umbrella of activities promoted by 

the Center. 

• Donor engagement has been achieved and more donor interest is a goal of the Center. 

• Contract-based analyses of the Center database (for example, analysis of trial designs and outcomes 

of previous agents in the same class as those being considered by the client) are foreseeable, and will 

compromise another revenue stream. 

 

Scientific 

• An annual publication from the Clinical Trials Observatory (begun in 2016, published annually, and 

projected to continue with more advanced analytics in the future). 

• Publications regarding optimal means of central nervous system (CNS) drug development are in 

progress or planned. 

• Projects to promote clinical trial methods have been identified and are in progress (e.g., development 

of a definition of psychosis in neurodegenerative disorders that will facilitate clinical trials for this 

disorder). 

 

Collaborative 

• The Center offers many opportunities to amplify neuroscience in Nevada. Among the collaborative 

opportunities are 

o The Interdisciplinary Neuroscience PhD program at UNLV 

o The Nevada Institute of Personalized Medicine (NIPM) at UNLV 

o The Institute for Neuroscience of University of Nevada Reno (UNR)(there are current 

collaborations with Dr. Michael Webster and Dr. Josh Baker through the IDeA program that 

will be expanded with the Center inauguration) 

 

Academic/Teaching 

• Students are engaged in various aspects of the on-going research. For example, one UNLV medical 

student is working on a paper with the Vice Chair for Research and Research Professor, Department 

of Brain Health on repurposed drugs in the current Alzheimer’s disease drug development pipeline.  

Repurposed drugs are developed to treat one condition, such as inflammation in arthritis, and are 

evaluated for their possible applicability to another condition, such as inflammation in the brain in 

Alzheimer’s disease. 

• The Observatory database affords many opportunities for more student involvement, such as that with 

above mentioned medical student but addressing the role of biomarkers in current drug development 

programs, the range of cognitive impairment of patients included in clinical trials, and descriptive 

analysis of recruitment plans and time line for Alzheimer clinical trials. 

 

PART II 
 

A. Mission statement 

Transformative Neuroscience is the application of neuroscience knowledge to improve the lives of 

individuals with or at risk for brain disorders. The mission of the Chambers-Grundy Center for 

Transformative Neuroscience is to accelerate the development of new therapies for patients with 
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central nervous system disorders (focusing on Alzheimer’s disease). This mission will be 

accomplished through study of drug development, optimization of trial design, implementation of new 

biomarkers and evolving technologies, and training of future drug development leaders. 

 

B. Goals and objectives 

 

i. Teaching 

Involve students in all aspect of activities of the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative 

Neuroscience, including trial database interrogation (for example, studying the range of cognitive 

impairment of patients included in clinical trials, the use of repurposed drugs in the Alzheimer pipeline, 

and descriptive analysis of recruitment plans and timeline for Alzheimer clinical trials), clinical trial 

design, and promotion of new trial technology.  The Center will host students from the Interdisciplinary 

Neuroscience Ph.D. (IDP) program, and will support their research. 

 

The Center will collaborate with other neuroscience enterprises in Nevada including the Institute for 

Neuroscience at UNR to expand the number of students benefiting by its programs. 

 

 

ii. Research 

• Analyze the clinical trial database of the Center’s Clinical Trial observatory to identify emerging 

trends and best practices. 

• Participate in, and lead clinical trials through the National Institute on Aging (NIA)-sponsored 

mechansisms. 

• Develop new diagnostic criteria relevant to clinical trials (e.g., definitions of psychosis and agitation 

relevant to clinical trials are currently being developed in conjunction with the International 

Psychogeriatric Association [IPA]). 

• Publish research findings in high-impact, peer-reviewed journals, including our annual Alzheimer’s 

pipeline review (published annually since 2016). 

• Seek National Institutes of Health (NIH) and National Science Foundation (NSF) support for research 

related to the objectives of the Center. 

 

iii. Service 

• Promote the goals of the Department of Brain Health. 

• Promote the goals of the School of Integrated Health Sciences. 

• Promote the goals of UNLV, especially as they pertain to the Top Tier Research status. 

 

C. Major participants or collaborators  

 

i. Internal to Campus 

• Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Brain Health. 

• Vice Chair for Research and Research Professor, and proposed director of the proposed Chambers-

Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience. 

• Assistant Professor, Department of Brain Health. 

• Professor and Chair, Department of Health Physics and Diagnostic Sciences, School of Integrated 

Health Sciences. 

• Professor and Chair, Cyrus Chung Ying Tang Foundation Research Professor, Department of Physical 

Therapy, School of Integrated Health Sciences. 

• Professor and Acting Chair, Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition Sciences, School of Integrated 

Health Sciences. 

• Medical student, UNLV School of Medicine. 
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ii. External to Campus 

Advisory Board consisting of: 

• Chief Science Officer, Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation, New York, New York. 

• Director, Alzheimer’s Disease Cooperative Study, University of California, San Diego. 

 

D. Evidence of contact within and between affected academic units 

See attached letters from the aforementioned individuals internal to the UNLV Campus. 

 

E. Proposed physical location 

Science and Engineering Building (SEB), UNLV Campus.  Offices are already assigned to, and 

occupied by the individuals internal to the UNLV Campus. 

 

F. Proposed organizational structure (include organizational structure within the Campus) 

The proposed Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience will be administratively 

organized within the Department of Brain Health in the UNLV School of Integrated Health Sciences. The 

functions of the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience are shown; these may change 

as drug development evolves, new data become available, and participating faculty and students change. 

New functions can be added, and non-productive functions deleted.  The Center will be dynamically 

responsive to the changing intellectual environment surrounding drug development. 

 

 
 

G. Activities to be sponsored (e.g., courses, seminars, research, and outreach) – indicate if courses 

or seminars will be offered through the proposed unit. Please specify if they will be offered for 

academic credit and applicable to a degree program. Give estimated enrollment. 

• The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience is primarily an academic research 

unit that will offer high quality, individualized student experiences relevant to drug development and 

careers in the biopharmaceutical industry and related disciplines. 

• Small-scale seminars with indivdualized projects are planned. 

• Courses to be offered as on-line learning experiences are under consideration. 

• Research activities in which students will be involved incude: 
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o Publications from the Clinical Trials Observatory. 

o Publications regarding optimal means of central nervous system (CNS) drug development. 

o Projects to promote optimal clinical trial methods (e.g., study of the use of biomarkers to accelerate 

drug development across neurodegenerative disorders). 

• The Center will host students from the Interdisciplinary Neuroscience Ph.D. (IDP) program, and will 

support their research through data availability and mentoring. 

• Collaborative outreach to other Nevada neuroscience enterprises including the Institute for 

Neuroscience at UNR. 

 

H. Resource Analysis – source of funds necessary for the proposed change (enrollment-generated 

state funds, reallocation of existing funds, grants, other state funds) 

• The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience is supported by a $3,000,000 

endowment (see attached Memorandum of Understanding).  The anticipated $109,500 annual interest 

income from the endowment will be allocated to the salary of a post-doctoral student, and to research 

expenses. 

• The Joy Chambers-Grundy Professorship ($1,000,000 endowment) is allocated to the Director of the 

Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience activities.  The anticipated $35,000 annual 

interest income from the endowment will be devoted to a combination of salary and research expenses. 

• Scientific grants (NIH, NSF, Alzheimer’s Association, etc.) will generate additional resources. 

• It is anticipated that additional donors will be attracted to this Center. 

 

I. Projected Budget – identify portions of costs which will require state resources, grants, gifts 

and/or contracts 

The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience will be self-sustaining.  Endowment 

funds are available for the operations of the Center and required supplies and services.  Additional sources 

of revenue to be developed are listed above.  A post-doctoral student will be responsible for constructing 

and curating the database of the Observatory.  Dr. Cummings will oversee all Center operations.  

See attached budget. 

 

 

Please attach any supporting documentation (i.e. support letters from community, industry). 
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Box 453019  4505 S. Maryland Parkway  Las Vegas, NV 89154-3019  Main: 702-895-3693  Fax: 702-895-1356 

 
 
 
 
 
 
December 20, 2019 
 
 
 
Christopher Heavey 
Executive Vice President and Provost 
Office of the Provost 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
4505 South Maryland Parkway 
Las Vegas, Nevada  89154 
 
Dear Chris: 
 

Over the past several months we have been working with Gail Griffin on a proposal to 
establish the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience.  This Center will be 
housed within the Department of Brain Health of the School of Integrated Health Sciences.  The 
Center will focus on the processes of drug development for Alzheimer’s disease and other 
neurodegenerative brain disorders.  The Center will be led by Jeffrey Cummings, M.D., Sc.D., a 
leader in this research area.  The Center has received an endowment of $3,000,000; there is an 
additional endowment of $1,000,000 for an endowed professorship of the Director of the Center.  
The Center will provide exciting new research and educational opportunities for University 
students and faculty.  Enclosed you will please find the materials in support of the Center 
application.  I enthusiastically support the development of this new Center within the School of 
Integrated Health Sciences.  In accordance with the gift agreement, we are requesting formal 
approval of the Center for the Board of Regents of the Nevada System of Higher Education.  
Should you have any questions regarding the application, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ronald Brown, 
Dean 
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October 24, 2019 
 
 
Re:  Proposed Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience 
 
 
Dear Center Reviewers: 
 

I am a second year medical student in the UNLV School of Medicine.  I have worked 
with Dr. Jeffrey Cummings this past year on a project involving the study of repurposed drugs 
being studied as potential therapies for Alzheimer’s disease.   

 
Repurposed drugs are agents that have been approved for one indication but may be 

applicable for the treatment of another such as Alzheimer’s disease.  Using these drugs offers 
an accelerated pathway for drug development since preclinical studies and early dosing and 
safety studies may not be necessary.  Repurposing drug development pathways can be as 
much as 40% shorter than the development of a truly novel compound.  Given the urgency 
of developing new medications for Alzheimer’s disease, understanding and promoting these 
accelerated pathways is critically important.   

 
Dr. Cummings is an enthusiastic teacher, and I have learned a great deal about drug 

development, repurposing, and scientific writing in the context of conducting my project 
with him. I understand that he will develop the new Chambers-Grundy Center for 
Transformative Neuroscience, which will engage even more students in drug development 
projects.  My experience with Dr. Cummings was highly positive, and I fully embrace the 
introduction of the new proposed Center as a great resource for students. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Justin Bauzon, B.A. 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Medicine 
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Box 454022 � 4505 S. Maryland Parkway � Las Vegas, NV 89154-4022 � Main: 702-895-4766 

 
 
October 18, 2019 
 
 
 
Re:  Proposed Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience 
 
Dear Center Reviewers: 
 
It is with pleasure that I add my strong support to the development of the proposed Chambers-Grundy 
Center for Transformative Neuroscience to be led by Jeffrey Cummings, MD, ScD, of the Department of 
Brain Health, School of Integrated Health Sciences, University of Nevada Las Vegas. 
 
Dr. Cummings has given substantial thought to the need to develop better drugs for the treatment of 
Alzheimer’s disease and other brain disorders and that a new Center at UNLV can play a critical role in the 
process.  Dr. Cummings has substantial experience in CNS drug development and has developed a 
platform for studying drug development, its successes and failures, the role of biomarkers, the evolution 
of new strategies such as monoclonal antibodies, and the influence of new clinical trial designs in drug 
development.  All of these will comprise a research agenda for the proposed Chambers-Grundy Center for 
Transformative Neuroscience.  Students will be involved in all aspects and this will provide an 
extraordinary new opportunity for students to gain real world skills applicable to post-graduation 
employment opportunities. 
 
Dr. Cummings and Dean Brown of the School of Integrated Health Sciences have developed a relationship 
with a donor who has pledged the $3million needed to establish the Center.  Additional funding will 
establish positions in the Department of Brain Health. 
 
I enthusiastically support this proposed new Center which will comprise an important dimension of our 
growing Department of Brain Health. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jefferson Kinney, PhD 
Chair, Department of Brain Health 
School of Integrated Health Sciences 
University of Nevada Las Vegas 
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12/3/19 
 
Dear Center Review Committee; 
 
I am writing to add my support to the establishment of the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative 
Neuroscience in the School of Integrated Health Sciences of UNLV. 
 
Transformative Neuroscience is a new concept that addresses who to optimize scientific advances to 
maximally impact patient lives.  Alzheimer’s disease --- the focus of the Chambers-Grundy Center --- has 
a devasting effect on patients and families.  It affects the patient’s ability to think, remember, and 
function and takes a tragic toll on the victims and their families.  New therapies are needed to prevent 
or defer the onset, slow the process, or improve the symptoms of Alzheimer’s.  The Chambers-Grundy 
Center for Transformative Neuroscience will apply itself to understanding the best practices, optimal 
integration of technology and biomarkers, and most successful classes of interventions.  These learnings 
will be made widely available to improve clinical trial design and drug development practices. 
 
Dr. Cummings, the candidate director for the proposed Chambers-Grundy Center, has a record of 
accomplishment in drug development.  He publishes an annual review of the Alzheimer’s drug 
development pipeline and has studied successful development programs in other fields such as cancer 
to import best practices into Alzheimer drug development.  These strategies will form part of the core 
curriculum for teaching students and developing the Nevada scientific biopharmaceutical workforce. 
 
The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience will provide an important foundation for 
those seeking grant funding from the National Institutes of Health and other funding entities.  Grant 
funding is key to success in a university environment and will help UNLV maintain tier 1 research status.  
Drug development and the associated biomarkers and technology offer many opportunities to launch 
research programs and seek funding in conjunction with the activities of the Chambers-Grundy Center. 
 
The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience will be key aspect of the newly formed 
Department of Brain Health in the School of Integrated Health Sciences at UNLV.  The proposed center 
will provide opportunities for students enrolled in the Interdepartmental Program (IDP) for 
Neuroscience and many other student learning opportunities.  The Center will be a key aspect of UNLV 
neuroscience.   
 
I am very supportive of the development of this proposed Center and am enthusiastic about the 
learning, research, and funding opportunities it will create. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Mercer, Ph.D., Professor and Acting Chair 
Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition Sciences 
School of Integrated Health Sciences 
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December 2, 2019 
 
Dear Center Review Committee; 
 
As the Chair of the Department of Physical Therapy, I would like to express my support and enthusiasm for the 
creation of the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience in the School of Integrated Health 
Sciences at UNLV. 
 
UNLV will benefit from research and educational programs of the proposed Center. The new Center will provide 
educational opportunities for students at many levels both with the School of Integrated Health Sciences and from 
other schools and colleges when students have interests in aspects of drug development. The development of new 
therapeutics depends on a multidisciplinary collaboration that includes basic biology, animal models, 
neuropsychology, medicine, imaging, law, policy, and business. The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative 
Neuroscience will provide students across all these disciplines with learning opportunities.   
 
The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience will provide a platform from which to launch many 
types of grant applications. The NIH, Alzheimer’s Association, and other funders can be approached to support 
research activities of the proposed Center. The Center will provide instructions to students on how to develop 
grant applications and pursue research funding to students from many schools and colleges. 
 
Dr. Cummings, the candidate director for the proposed center, is an expert in drug development. He has led clinical 
trials and has pioneered the concept of a clinical trial observatory to study the drug development process. The 
observatory will be a key part of the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience and will bring 
great positive attention to UNLV as the source of information regarding drug development and best practices of 
advancing therapeutics, especially for Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience will comprise an important aspect of the learning 
environment of UNLV and will advance the neuroscience enterprise at the university. The Chambers-Grundy 
Center for Transformative Neuroscience will contribute importantly to maintaining UNLV’s R1 status. 
 
In summary, I am very supportive of the development of the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative 
Neuroscience in the School of Integrated Health Sciences at UNLV. I believe that this center is fully in alignment 
with the mission and vision of UNLV and the School of Integrated Health Sciences and I anticipate potential 
collaborations with the clinical neuroscience faculty in my department. I am confident that this center will improve 
the reputation of UNLV and will lead to better recruitment of students and faculty. However, most importantly, this 
center has incredible potential to have a positive impact on those suffering from diverse neurological and 
neurodegenerative diseases. If you have any questions or a need for clarification please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Merrill Landers, PT, DPT, PhD, OCS 
Chair and Professor 
Cyrus Chung Ying Tang Foundation Research professor 
merrill.landers@unlv.edu  
702-895-1377 

(ACADEMIC, RESEARCH AND STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE  06/11/20)  Ref. ARSA-5, Page 15 of 17

mailto:merrill.landers@unlv.edu


	
	

 
4505 S. Maryland Parkway . MSM-407 . Las Vegas, NV 89154-1087  

Tel: 702-895-4580 . email: samantha.john@unlv.edu 

October	21,	2019	
	
Re:		Proposed	Chambers-Grundy	Center	for	Transformative	Neuroscience	
	
Dear	Center	Reviewers:	
	
I	 am	 proud	 to	 be	 a	 founding	 member	 of	 the	 proposed	 Chambers-Grundy	 Center	 for	 Transformative	
Neuroscience.	 	 I	am	a	new	faculty	member	 in	the	Department	of	Brain	Health	within	the	School	of	 Integrated	
Health	Sciences	at	University	of	Nevada	Las	Vegas.	I	am	a	neuropsychologist	trained	in	the	cognitive	assessment	
of	 patients	 with	 neurodegenerative	 diseases.	 I	 specialize	 in	 evaluation	 of	 diverse	 patient	 groups	 and	 ethnic	
minorities	in	research	and	in	understanding	neurodegenerative	disorders,	such	as	Alzheimer’s	disease,	in	diverse	
populations.	There	 is	a	great	synergy	between	my	 interests	and	 the	development	of	 the	proposed	Chambers-
Grundy	Center	for	Transformative	Neuroscience.	I	offer	my	full	support	for	the	Center	and	look	forward	to	the	
opportunities	 that	 it	 will	 create	 for	 our	 department,	 for	 UNLV,	 and	 for	 the	 larger	 community	 of	 researchers	
dedicated	to	improving	outcomes	in	neurodegenerative	disease.		
	
Dr.	 Jeffrey	 Cummings	 is	 an	 experienced	 drug	 developer,	 having	 conducted	 many	 clinical	 trials.	 	 He	 is	
knowledgeable	 about	 neuropsychological	 and	 cognitive	 trial	 outcomes	 as	 well	 as	 trial	 tools	 that	 measure	
function,	 activities	 of	 daily	 living,	 and	 neuropsychiatric	 and	 behavioral	 symptoms.	 	 We	 have	 discussed	 the	
development	of	new	trial	technologies,	such	as	patient-reported	outcomes	(PROs)	that	are	currently	favored	by	
the	 Food	 and	 Drug	 Administration	 (FDA)	 for	 drug	 development.	 It	 is	 critically	 important	 that	 new	 drug	
development	 include	 the	 patient	 and	 caregiver	 perspective	 on	 the	 goals	 of	 the	 development	 program.	 	 The	
innovative	approach	to	drug	development	to	be	advanced	by	the	proposed	Center	includes	the	creation	of	new	
PROs	 for	 Alzheimer’s	 disease	 and	 related	 brain	 disorders.	 Dr.	 Cummings	 and	 I	 will	 collaborate	 on	 the	
development	 of	 these	 as	 part	 of	 the	 strategic	 agenda	 of	 the	 proposed	 Chambers-Grundy	 Center	 for	
Transformative	 Neuroscience.	 The	 research	 will	 also	 provide	 education	 and	 training	 for	 students	 in	 clinical	
neuropsychology	 in	 the	 development	 of	 trial	 outcomes	 and	 clinical	 trial	 designs---all	 critical	 in	 the	 process	 of	
drug	development.		
	
As	 a	 junior	 faculty	 member,	 I	 prioritize	 innovative	 and	 collaborative	 research	 approaches.	 I	 joined	 the	
Department	of	Brain	Health,	in	part,	to	learn	from	and	work	with	Dr.	Cummings,	a	researcher	at	the	forefront	of	
Alzheimer’s	 drug	 discovery.	 The	 Chambers-Grundy	 Center	 for	 Transformative	 Neuroscience	 offers	 an	
unprecedented	 resource	 for	 multidisciplinary	 team	 science	 that	 will	 shape	 the	 future	 of	 neurodegenerative	
disease	research.	Dr.	Cummings	and	I	are	motivated	to	train	the	next	generation	of	clinical	researchers,	and	we	
share	a	vision	of	best	practices	for	patient	treatment	and	improved	clinical	outcomes.	The	mission	of	the	Center	
will	undoubtedly	recruit	future	collaborators	and	encourage	additional	funders.			
	
I	 enthusiastically	 support	 the	 proposed	 Chambers-Grundy	 Center	 for	 Transformative	Neuroscience.	 Please	 do	
not	hesitate	to	contact	me	with	any	questions.			
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
Samantha	John,	PhD	
Department	of	Brain	Health,	School	of	Integrated	Health	Sciences	
UNLV	Population	Health	&	Health	Equity	Initiative	
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Box 453037    4505 S. Maryland Parkway    Las Vegas, NV 89154-3037  
Main: 702-895-4320    Fax: 702-895-4819    Web: unlv.edu/hpds 

Dear Center Review Committee; 
 
It is with pleasure that I endorse the establishment of the Chambers-Grundy Center for 
Transformative Neuroscience in the School of Integrated Health Sciences of UNLV. 
 
This new center will bring research and educational programs of great value to the School 
of Integrated Health Sciences of UNLV. As part of the Department of Brain Health the new 
Center will provide opportunities for doctoral students of the newly established 
Interdepartmental Program (IPD) for Neuroscience.   
 
Dr. Cummings, who will lead the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative 
Neuroscience, has a history of accomplishment in drug development and clinical trials and 
brings this important dimension of neuroscience to UNLV.  The program will advance 
research through its work on the study of drug development and how to optimize getting 
new drugs to patients with brain disorders.  The Center will promote the implementation 
of new technologies and approaches into the drug development process.  The Center will 
provide many opportunities for students of the School of Integrated Health Sciences and 
other schools and colleges to learn about drug development and the many opportunities to 
engage in biopharmaceutical and related occupations. 
 
UNLV will benefit from the creation of the Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative 
Neuroscience.  In addition to enhancing the opportunities for research and education, the 
new Center will place UNLV at the Center for many Alzheimer drug development activities 
through collaboration with the Alzheimer’s Association, Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery 
Foundation, and other advocacy and philanthropy enterprises. 
 
Support by grants from the National Institutes of Health, the National Science Foundation, 
and other funding bodies is the life blood of research at UNLV and other tier 1 research 
universities.  The Chambers-Grundy Center for Transformative Neuroscience will provide a 
platform from which to launch many grant applications.  The Chambers-Grundy Center for 
Transformative Neuroscience will provide instructions to students on how to develop grant 
applications and pursue research funding.  This research will advance understanding of 
drug development and will accelerate getting urgently needed drugs to patients. 
 
In summary, I am very supportive of the creation of the Chambers-Grundy Center for 
Transformative Neuroscience in the School of Integrated Health Sciences of UNLV as a 
means of amplifying the education and research mission of the School. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Steen Madsen, Ph.D 
Professor and Chair, Department of Health Physics and Diagnostic Sciences, School of 
Integrated Health Sciences 
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