
Thomas S. Dolan, Distinguished Nevadan Nominee 

It is my honor and privilege to nominate Mr. Thomas S. Dolan as a Distinguished Nevadan. Tom followed 
his older brother from their home in California to attend the University of Nevada, Reno. He graduated 
in 1972 with a Bachelor of Science in Social Psychology. He never looked back and has made Reno his 
home ever since. As the youngest of eight children his beginnings were humble in his large, Catholic 
family. His first job was a gas station attendant in Redlands, California where he was raised after the 
family moved from his birthplace in Albert Lee, Minnesota. During his years at UNR he worked in a local 
restaurant as a dishwasher, pantry man, chef’s assistant and as a bellman at a hotel on the graveyard 
shift. His friendship with classmate Don Weir, Jr. lead to his start in the automobile dealership business. 
Don’s father, Don Weir, Sr. hired Tom in 1975 and for the next 49 years Tom worked diligently and 
honorably from employee to current owner of seven franchised dealerships. A hallmark of Tom’s 
business personality is to treat each customer as ‘Family” and his moniker for all his dealerships is “Get 
in and join the family”. 

As Tom’s success grew, he quietly also began his lifelong philanthropic giving. His giving is vast and 
numerous, and some highlights of his career success and charities are: 

1990 Founding member and fellow creator of CAREChest which is a free, critical health resource 
designed to fill insurance gaps for underserved populations 

1991 Muscular Dystrophy Association Man of the Year 22-year board member 

1999 TIME Magazine Dealer of the Year 

2010 Catholic Charities Commendation 

2013 Sparks Sertoma Service to Mankind Award 

2019 American Heart and Stroke Association Heart Ball Gold Honoree 

2019 Catholic Charities Plates to Ease Poverty Humanitarian Award 

Lifelong Wolfpack Booster 

Please see his bio for a more complete list. 

Although I have not known Tom personally over the years, I certainly have known him by his dealership 
advertising and by his philanthropic reputation. Tom does not seek the limelight, nor does he need to be 
the center of attention. He prefers to give generously and FROM HIS HEART! As successful as he is, he 
considers his two sons, daughter and four grandchildren as his greatest accomplishments. His bio says it 
best! “His family is his why. He enjoys spending his free time vacationing and spending time with his kids 
and four grandkids”. Thomas S. Dolan is very deserving of this honor! 
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