
BOARD OF REGENTS 
BRIEFING PAPER 

Handbook Revision, Credit by Examination 
BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) program has grown substantially across the state of Nevada, with an increasing number 
of students accessing the world-recognized high school curriculum at participating high schools.  Title 4, Chapter 14, 
Section 20 of Board policy authorizes institutions to award credit for prior learning for certain examinations, including but 
not limited to IB.  Despite the broad authorization, the articulation of IB credit is inconsistent across NSHE.  Further, in 
January 2019, a memorandum of understanding between NSHE and the Clark County School District was established 
outlining various areas of mutual interest, including a provision concerning the articulation of IB credit earned in high 
school. 

The IB program has two levels of coursework available to high school juniors and seniors. Students taking higher-level 
(HL) courses receive 240 hours of instruction, and the examinations are taken at the end of the student’s senior year, after 
two years of HL coursework. Students taking standard-level (SL) courses receive at least 150 hours of coursework prior to 
taking the examinations at the end of either their junior or senior years, similar to the Advanced Placement (AP) program. 

The proposed policy mandates IB credit articulation for HL examinations when the student scores a four (4) or higher on the 
seven-point scale. For SL exams, the proposed policy mandates credit articulation for scores of a five (5) or higher on the 
same seven-point scale. This proposed policy, effective with the 2020-2021 academic year, ensures the consistent 
articulation of IB credit for students receiving the aforementioned examination scores, similar to the current policy for AP.  

SPECIFIC ACTIONS BEING RECOMMENDED OR REQUESTED: 
Amend Board policy under Title 4, Chapter 14, Section 20 to include International Baccalaureate (IB) credit articulation for 
both higher- and standard-level examinations.  

IMPETUS (WHY NOW?): 
As the number of participants in the IB program continues to grow in the state of Nevada, it is important that students 
participating have the opportunity to earn college credit. IB credit articulation by NSHE institutions should become 
consistent with how AP courses are currently handled.  

CHECK THE NSHE STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL THAT IS SUPPORTED BY THIS REQUEST: 
X Access (Increase participation in post-secondary education) 
X     Success (Increase student success) 
 Close the Achievement Gap (Close the achievement gap among underserved student populations)
 Workforce (Collaboratively address the challenges of the workforce and industry education needs of

Nevada)
 Research (Co-develop solutions to the critical issues facing 21st century Nevada and raise the overall

research profile)
 Not Applicable to NSHE Strategic Plan Goals

INDICATE HOW THE PROPOSAL SUPPORTS THE SPECIFIC STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL: 
Ensuring the consistent articulation of IB credit will encourage more well-qualified Nevada high school graduates to 
remain in the State and attend an NSHE institution. 

BULLET POINTS TO SUPPORT REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
• NSHE may currently be losing students to other institutions with more comprehensive IB credit articulation policies;
• IB standard-level courses are taught with similar recommended teaching hours to AP courses and HL courses are taught

over a two-year period ensuring a rigorous academic coursework that is suitable for college-level credit; and
• IB programs continue to garner more support in the state as early- and middle-year programs are being implemented.

POTENTIAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
None have been presented 

ALTERNATIVE(S) TO WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED/RECOMMENDED: 
None have been presented 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE: 
The Chancellor’s Office recommends approval of the policy as proposed. 
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https://nshe.nevada.edu/wp-content/uploads/file/BoardOfRegents/Agendas/2019/01-jan-mtgs/bor1718-refs/BOR-15.pdf


COMPLIANCE WITH BOARD POLICY: 
 Consistent With Current Board Policy:   Title #_____   Chapter #_____   Section #_______ 
X    Amends Current Board Policy: Title 4, Chapter 14, Section 20 
 Amends Current Procedures & Guidelines Manual:   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
 Other:________________________________________________________________________ 
 Fiscal Impact:        Yes____      No_    X_ 

          Explain:__ 
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POLICY PROPOSAL 
TITLE 4, CHAPTER 14, SECTION 20 

Credit by Examination 
 

Additions appear in boldface italics; deletions are [stricken and bracketed] 
 

 
Section 20.  Credit by Examination  
  
1. The following examinations and transcript evaluation are permissible for determining credit 

for prior learning:  
a. College Board Advanced Placement Examination (CBAPE);  
b. College-Level Examination Program (CLEP);  
c. Excelsior College Exam;  
d. National League for Nursing Placement Examination (NLN), Profile II;  
e. National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI);  
f. International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB);  
g. Dantes Subject Standardized Tests (DSST);  
h. American Council on Education (ACE) Corporate Credit; and  
i. Special examinations administered by an academic department.  

 
2. Except as otherwise provided in these [this] Subsections for the CBAPE and IB, each 

institution shall establish procedures for administering and accepting credit by examination 
that must be outlined in the course catalog.  
a. Beginning with the 2016-2017 academic year, scores of 3, 4, and 5 on the CBAPE shall 

be accepted for credit to satisfy electives, general education requirements, or major 
requirements.  Each institution shall publish the CBAPE score course granting policy in 
accordance with the requirements of this Section in its course catalog and on its Internet 
website before the beginning of the 2016-2017 academic year.  

b. Beginning with the 2020-2021 academic year, scores of 4, 5, 6, and 7 on the IB 
higher-level examination and scores of 5, 6, or 7 on the IB standard-level examination 
shall be accepted for credit to satisfy electives, general education requirements, or 
major requirements.  Each institution shall publish the IB score course granting 
policy in accordance with the requirements of this Section in its course catalog and on 
its Internet website before the beginning of the 2020-2021 academic year.  

 
. . . . 
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