
NEVADA STUDENT ALLIANCE (NSA) 

AGENDA 

June 10, 2021 

7:00 AM  

Via Video-Teleconference 

Meeting Link:   
https://bluejeans.com/549483886 

or 

Telephone: 

(408) 317-9254

Meeting ID: 549 483 886

THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA REMOTE TECHNOLOGY SYSTEM (VIDEO-TELECONFERENCE) ONLY 
PURSUANT TO NRS 241.023, AS AMENDED BY ASSEMBLY BILL 253 OF THE 81ST LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
(2021), EFFECTIVE MAY 31, 2021. THERE WILL BE NO PHYSICAL LOCATION FOR THE MEETING. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY HEAR, OBSERVE AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING VIA THE 
MEETING LINK OR TELEPHONE NUMBER IDENTIFIED ABOVE. 

PUBLIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE SUBMITTED BY PRERECORDED MESSAGE BEFORE 4:30 P.M. ON 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 2021 VIA EMAIL TO TCASERTO@NSHE.NEVADA.EDU OR VOICEMAIL: (775) 784-
3442.  MESSAGES RECEIVED BY 4:30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 2021 WILL BE ENTERED INTO THE 
RECORD DURING THE MEETING.  

MEMBERS: P Austin Brown, University of Nevada, Reno, ASUN 

P Katie Dempsey, Great Basin College, SGA 

P Matthew Hawn, University of Nevada, Reno, GSA  

P Zachary Johnigan, College of Southern Nevada, ASCSN 

Proxy Dara Colon Lauren Porter, Nevada State College, NSSA 

P Darian Richards, Truckee Meadows Community College, SGA 

Absent Andrea Sanchez de Loza, Western Nevada College, ASWN 

P Nicole Thomas, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, GPSA 

P Caren Yap, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, CSUN 

Office Vacant, Desert Research Institute, GRAD 

Yvonne Nevaerz-Goodson – NSHE Deputy Counsel  

Virginia Smercina – UNLV Graduate Student Advisor 

Terina Caserto, NSHE  

https://bluejeans.com/549483886
mailto:tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu


Nevada Student Alliance Agenda June 10, 2021 

2 

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE AGENDA AND PUBLIC MEETING 

NOTE: Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. Notification is hereby provided that items on the 
agenda may be taken out of the order presented, two or more agenda items may be combined for consideration, and an 
agenda item may be removed from the agenda or discussion relating to an item on the agenda may be delayed at any time. 

The agenda and any supporting material, including materials submitted after the posting of this agenda but before the 
meeting, may be accessed on the Internet by visiting the NSA page of the NSHE website: 
http://www.nevada.edu/studentgov/, or by calling Terina Caserto in the NSHE Office of Academic and Student Affairs at 
(775) 784-3442, or emailing her at tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu.  Any supporting materials provided to members of the
NSA at the meeting will be posted to the NSA website within 24 hours after the conclusion of the meeting.

Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically disabled persons attending the meeting. Please call 
the Academic & Student Affairs Office in advance at (775) 784-3442 so that arrangements may be made.  

Call to order 7:02 a.m. 

1. ROLL CALL

NSHE Senior Policy Analyst and NSA Advisor Terina Caserto will take the roll call of members

and any persons serving as a proxy for a member and ask any members of the public to identify
themselves verbally so their names may be recorded in the minutes.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT   INFORMATION ONLY

Public comment will be taken during this agenda item. No action may be taken on a matter raised
under this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be

taken. Comments will be limited to three minutes per person. Persons making comment will be
asked to begin by stating their name for the record and to spell their last name. The NSA Chair
may elect to allow additional public comment on a specific agenda item when that agenda item is

being considered.

Pursuant to NRS 241.023, as amended by Assembly Bill 253 of the 81st Legislative Session
(2021), effective on May 31, 2021, members of the public may also participate in the meeting by
submitting prerecorded public comment messages via email to tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu or

voicemail: (775) 784-3442. Messages received by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 9, 2021may be
entered into the record during the meeting.

In accordance with Attorney General Opinion No. 00-047 (April 27, 2001), as restated in the
Attorney General’s Open Meeting Law Manual, the NSA Chair may prohibit comment if the

content of that comment is a topic that is not relevant to, or within the authority of, the NSA, or
if the content is willfully disruptive of the meeting by being irrelevant, repetitious, slanderous,

offensive, inflammatory, irrational or amounting to personal attacks or interfering with the rights
of other speakers.

No public comment given.

Quorum was met. 8 members present. 

http://www.nevada.edu/studentgov/
mailto:tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu
mailto:tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu
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3. WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS          INFORMATION ONLY 

NSHE Senior Policy Analyst and NSA Advisor Terina Caserto will introduce herself, provide an 

overview of the NSA, and welcome the new members and any person participating as a proxy 
for a member of the NSA. NSA members and any person serving as a proxy will introduce 

themselves and share any updates from their respective campuses. 

Terina Caserto introduces herself as the technical advisor for NSA through the Chancellor’s 

office and discusses that NSA is a public body and must adhere to Nevada Open Meeting Law. 
She concludes with a briefing of what NSA is about.  

Terina introduces NSHE Deputy Council Yvonne Nevarez-Goodson. Yvonne talks about her 
background and advisory and support role with NSA in regard to Open Meeting Law and 

navigating legal issues. 

Terina then calls upon each NSA member to quickly introduce themselves and a give a brief 
overview of their respective organizations.  

Matthew Hawn, UNR, GSA -  focusing on infrastructure, international temporary graduate 
student housing, graduate student health care 

Katie Dempsey, GBC, SGA – GBC student government is unique and includes online members, 
focusing on constitution this year 

Zachary Johnigan, CSN, ASCSN -- Goal of ASCSN for the summer is to make sure that they are 

prepared in the fall for students to come back 

Darian Richards, TMCC, SGA – focusing on a mental and physical health initiative from last 

year, open resource initiatives carried forward from last year 

Nicole Thomas, UNLV, GPSA – focusing on constitutional revisions and student organization 
funding 

Austin Brown, UNR, ASUN – working on filling all of officer positions, foundation for 
internship program, focusing on student engagement this year 

Caren Yap, UNLV, CSUN – just closed application for all open cabinet positions and will be 
interviewing, created two departments this year, finalizing budget for the fiscal year and will 

distribute money directly to students 

Dara Colon, Proxy for Lauren Porter, NSC, NSSA – working on bringing back student 
engagement, bring health care programs to campus for students, promote and bring help for ELL 
and MLL learners on campus that have struggled while being online and virtual, filling a few 

seats that are open with freshman 
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4. ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS  FOR POSSIBLE ACTION

NSHE Senior Policy Analyst and NSA Advisor Terina Caserto will  provide a summary of the
process for electing NSA officers and the duties of each of the NSA officers.  Members or any

person serving as a proxy for a member may make nominations for the three 2021-22 NSA
officers: Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary. A person serving as a proxy may not be nominated or
serve as an officer.  A nominee for each office must be elected by at least two-thirds of voting

representatives at this meeting. No member organization may hold consecutive terms in the same
office. The Chair and Vice Chair cannot be from the same member institution. All discussion and

voting will be conducted in the presence of all members, including officer nominees.

The 2020-21 NSA Officers were:

Chair: Gabrielle Clark, WNC, ASWN
Vice Chair: Will Carrasco, UNR, GSA

Secretary: Karli McFarling-Kelly, CSN, ASCSN

Terina briefly outlines the officer positions according to the NSA Constitution. She then outlines

the process of the election today.

Terina discusses in depth the Chair position role and responsibilities.

Terina calls for members to express interest in the Chair position.

• Zachary Johnigan expresses interest and discusses the reasons he is interested as well as
some of his experiences that lend to the role of Chair.

• Matthew Hawn expresses interest and gives background of how he would meet the role
of the Chair.

• Caren Yap expresses interest and discusses her student government experience and how
that experience and her major lend to the role of the Chair.

Terina calls for a motion to elect a candidate. 

Motion by: Darian Richards motions for Matthew Hawn for Chair 
Second by: Dara Colon seconds the motion 

Discussion: Dara expresses the only concern about Matthew is that he needs to put himself as a 
student first and not hold back as a student. Matthew responds regarding his academic success 
and his research and academic plans.  

Zachary asks Matthew about his time delegation for NSA. Matthew responds that his schedule in 
the afternoon and evening is for GSA or NSA.  

Austin – asks all the candidates how they will engage in all the other members of NSA. Matthew 
responds that he spoke to most NSA members and will be looking to put together a statewide 
event that is unique to each campus and put on an event that showcases this problem exists and 

potential get donations and funding. Zachary responds that he reached out to each member but 
was not able to meet with all and his idea, to add to Matthew’s ideas, he would ask all student 

body presidents to present a list of all issues on their campuses and then pick the top issues of 
those common issues and do a fundraiser as a group. Caren responds that the most impact they 
can make is that all students know about NSA, establishing that every single institution puts 
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efforts into educating students and engaging the Board of Regents better, encouraging 
collaboration.  

Vote: Motion passes:  7-yes, 1 -no, 0- abstain 
Matthew addresses the membership and thanks them for their support. 

Terina discusses in depth the Vice Chair position role and responsibilities. 

Terina calls for members to express interest in the Vice -Chair position.  

• Zachary Johnigan expresses interest and points out that Matthew would be a good chair
but now Zachary would like to opportunity to work with him as Vice Chair

• Caren Yap expresses interest and adds that the outreach efforts and social medial is her
experience and can add to that.

Matthew/Terina calls for a motion to elect a candidate. 

Motion: Nicole Thomas motion to elect Caren Yap for Vice Chair 

Second: Darian Richards  
Discussion: Zachary asks Caren about her social media experience. Caren responds. Zachary 
then asks Matthew if he thinks he has a good connection with Caren. Matthew confirms that. 

Vote: Passes unanimously 

Caren thanks the membership for the vote. 

Matthew asks Terina to discuss the position of Secretary. Terina outlines the responsibilities. 

Matthew calls for members to express interest in the Secretary position:  

• Austin Brown expresses interest and discusses his experience that aligns with the role and
responsibilities of the Secretary position.

Matthew calls for a motion to elect Austin Brown for Secretary:  

Motion: Zachary Johnigan motions for Austin brown for Secretary 

Second: Nicole Thomas  

Discussion: None 

Vote: Passes unanimously  

Austin thanks the membership. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

Request is made for the approval of the minutes for the two NSA meetings held on March 4, 

2021.  

Motion to approve minutes: Zachary Johnigan  

Second: Katie Dempsey 

Discussion: None. 

Vote: Passes unanimously  

6. NSA CHAIR’S REPORT FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
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The newly elected NSA Chair will discuss with the NSA the contents of the Chair’s Report that 
will be delivered to the Board of Regents later that same day, on June 10, 2021.  

Terina discusses the responsibility of the Chair to give a report to the Board of Regents at each 

quarterly meeting and what to consider when making a report.  

Matthew shared some ideas of what he would report including an introduction of himself and 

some of the individual challenges that have been expressed through his discussions previously 
with the NSA members. Matthew asks for additional items and takes down those suggestions for 

consideration.  

7. 2021 NSA MEETING DATES AND PROXY

PROCEDURES    FOR POSSIBLE ACTION

NSHE Senior Policy Analyst and NSA Advisor Terina Caserto will provide a brief overview of 
the proposed NSA meeting dates for the remainder of 2021, and the procedure for a NSA 
member to appoint a proxy. The members of the NSA and any person serving as a proxy for a 
member will provide feedback on the proposed fall and spring meeting dates and make any 
necessary adjustments to the meeting calendar.

Terina discusses the Meeting Date Document that was attached to the agenda that outlines the 
meeting dates moving forward for the rest of 2021 and points out the language to be used when 
assigning a proxy. She reiterates the importance of assigning a proxy.

Matthew entertains discussion about moving dates. Zachary would like confirmation that the 
Board of Regents meeting starts at 1 p.m. Terina confirms yes. No other questions or suggestions 
for moving dates.

Motion : Motion made to keep the meeting dates as is

Second: Caren

Discussion: August meeting the UNLV members may not be able available and will need to send 
a proxy.

Vote: Passes unanimously.

8. NEW BUSINESS INFORMATION ONLY 

Items for consideration at future meetings may be suggested.  Any discussion of an item under 

“New Business” is limited to description and clarification of the subject matter of the item, 
which may include the reasons for the request, and no substantive discussion may occur at this 
meeting on new business items in accordance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law (NRS 

241.010 et seq.). 

Terina notes that Yvonne Nevarez-Goodson will be presenting in July on OML. 
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Zachary Johnigan asks if a plan of action will be done moving forward with all members 

providing a list of issues. 

Matthew responds with a recap to possible host a larger event or smaller events on each campus 

under NSA which all work together and raise funds. Suggests that for the next meeting tocome 

together with a list of what is affecting our individual institutions and to suggest meeting with 

your respective councils about working together collaboratively. 

Zachary Johnigan – discusses the social distancing signage is being removed from his campus. 

9. PUBLIC COMMENT INFORMATION ONLY 

Public comment will be taken during this agenda item. No action may be taken on a matter raised 

under this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be 
taken. Comments will be limited to three minutes per person. Persons making comment should 

begin by stating their name for the record and spelling their last name.  

Pursuant to NRS 241.023, as amended by Assembly Bill 253 of the 81st Legislative Session 

(2021), effective on May 31, 2021, members of the public may also participate in the meeting by 
submitting prerecorded public comment messages via email to tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu or 

voicemail: (775) 784-3442. Messages received by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 9, 2021may be 
entered into the record during the meeting. 

In accordance with Attorney General Opinion No. 00-047, as restated in the Attorney General’s 
Open Meeting Law Manual, the NSA Chair may prohibit comment if the content of that 

comment is a topic that is not relevant to, or within the authority of, the NSA, or if the content is 
willfully disruptive of the meeting by being irrelevant, repetitious, slanderous, offensive, 
inflammatory, irrational or amounting to personal attacks or interfering with the rights of other 

speakers. 
No public comment given.  

Meeting adjourned at:  8:34 a.m.  

Posted in accordance with Nevada Open Meeting Law (NRS Ch. 241), as amended by Assembly Bill 

253, 81st Legislative Session (2021), effective on May 31, 2021, at the following locations: 
CSN, Building D, 1st Floor, 6375 W. Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146-1124 
DRI, Maxey Building, 2215 Raggio Parkway, Reno, NV 89512-1095 

DRI, Southern Nevada Science Center, 755 E. Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NV 89119-7363 
GBC, Berg Hall, 1500 College Parkway, Elko, NV 89801 

NSC, Great Hall, 1125 Nevada State Drive, Henderson, NV 89015 
TMCC, Red Mountain Building (RDMT 200) 7000 Dandini Blvd. Reno, NV 89512 
UNLV, Flora Dungan Humanities 9 (FDH), 1st and 7th Floors, 4505 Marlyand Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 

89154-1001 
UNR, Clark Administration, University of Nevada, Reno, Reno, NV 89557 

WNC, Bristlecone Building Lobby, 2201 W. College Parkway, Carson City, NV 89703 
System Administration, 4300 S. Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89119-7530 
System Administration, 2601 Enterprise Road, Reno, NV 89512 

Nevada Public Notice Website - https://notice.nv.gov 
NSHE Website - http://www.nevada.edu/studentgov/  

mailto:tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu
https://notice.nv.gov/
http://www.nevada.edu/studentgov/



