NEVADA STUDENT ALLIANCE
NEVADA SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING
OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES TO BE CREATED AND MAINTAINED
BY THE NEVADA SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

WHEREAS, the Nevada Student Alliance is composed of the students within the higher
education institutions within the Nevada System of Higher Education, which are: University
of Nevada, Reno (UNR); University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV); Nevada State College
(NSC); College of Southern Nevada (CSN); Truckee Meadows Community College
(TMCC); Western Nevada College (WNC); Great Basin College (GBC); and Desert
Research Institute (DRI); AND

WHEREAS, according to Bureau of Labor statistics, the cost of textbooks for college
students in the United States increased by 88 percent between 2006 and 2016, the highest of
any educational category during this period'; AND

WHEREAS, students in general education courses, which cover content that is easily
accessed through online educational resources, could save hundreds of dollars in book
expenses by utilizing peer reviewed materials available as open educational resources and
shown to be successful in other states™ 4; AND

WHEREAS, to be successful and able to compete with institutions outside Nevada and to
maintain consistency across the System, the open educational resources would need to stay
centralized and made available for all institutions within NSHE>; AND

WHEREAS, in order to support NSHE institutions in offering a more diverse selection of
courses, it is imperative for Nevada to join the growing number of states offering open
education resources; AND

WHEREAS, UNR, NSC and TMCC have started utilizing digital open educational
resources for various courses and supplemental edycation, and these resources have quickly
become indispensable for students and have proven to be extremely successful™®*7; AND

WHEREAS, an Open Nevada educational resource initiative would aid in reducing the total
cost of textbooks and additional course materials for students and become one of the most
valuable tools the institutions can utilize to help the students of Nevada obtain degrees;



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Nevada Student Alliance, on behalf of the
undergraduates enrolled in the Nevada System of Higher Education:

» Urges the Nevada Board of Regents to create and invest in partnerships with relevant
educational entities and out of state systems of higher education to facilitate a
database for open sourced educational material; AND

« Urges the Nevada Board of Regents to encourage consistency in course materials
between the institutions, by overseeing an Open Nevada educational resource
initiative; AND

* Urges the Nevada Board of Regents or Chancellor to create an Open Nevada

Committee to study the use of open sourced educational materials and develop
methods to ensure that any such resources are peer reviewed and credible.

ADOPTED by the Nevada Student Alliance on this 8" Day of June 2017.
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