
 
 

 
UNLV 2016 Regent Scholar, Undergraduate Nominee:  Ms. Casey Barber 
  

Casey Barber is a student in the Honors College pursuing a major in Public 
Health and a minor in Biology. Casey has a lengthy record of research and 
academic activities. As a research assistant in the lab of Dr. Shawn  
Gerstenberger, Casey assisted in an in-depth investigation of lead hazards in 
homes.  This project increased her interest in Public Health. Last spring, she 
studied public health in Ireland as part of her study abroad experience. She is 
now working in the UNLV Global Health and Implementation Science lab with 
Drs. Ezeanolue and Pharr at the start of a complex and important project which 
will constitute her Research Honors Thesis. She plans to research programs that  
prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV. An impressive project for any 
student but especially one at the undergraduate level. But Casey doesn’t spend 
all of her time in the lab.  Casey spearheaded an initiative between Southwest 
Gas and Rebuilding Together of Southern Nevada and UNLV to assist elderly 
homeowners with minor home repairs and fixes. To do this she integrated 
community need, volunteer agreements and legal issues and found a way to use 
groups of UNLV students to perform tasks in elderly individual’s homes that 
otherwise might never be fixed.  For the elderly, simple tasks such as changing a 
light bulb or securing rugs and fixing sliding doors can be challenging and even 
life threatening.  This is just one example of Casey’s leadership abilities, and how 
she can perform translational research that identifies (and meets) a community 
need, while simultaneously providing service learning opportunities for our 
students.  This enterprising student has now conducted research at UNLV in four 
different labs, has studied abroad in her chosen area of interest and she has a 
senior standing GPA of 3.98. Impressive, indeed!  We have no doubt that Casey 
will go far and be very successful in any endeavor.  UNLV is proud to put forward 
her name to be recognized for this award.  

 
 
[Nominated by Dr. Marta Meana, Dean, UNLV Honors College andvProfessor, 
Department of Psychology, College of Liberal Arts] 
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UNLV 2016 Regent Scholar, Graduate Nominee:  Ms. Erica Marti 
 

Erica Marti holds a B.S. in Chemistry from the University of Illinois, an M.Ed. in Curriculum and 
Instruction:  Secondary Science, and an M.S.E. in Civil and Environmental Engineering from UNLV and 
is currently a Ph.D. candidate in UNLV’s Civil and Environmental Engineering program specializing in 
water treatment and supply where she stands out as a truly exceptional student. Her doctoral advisor, 
Dr. Jaci Batista, rates her in the top 5% of the 50+ graduate students she has supervised in the last 18 
years. Erica’s research focuses on process engineering of water reuse, an area that will receive 
considerable attention as pristine water sources become scarcer.  Some of the current water 
disinfection processes leave behind NDMA (nitrosodimethylamine), a potential carcinogenic material.  
Erica is investigating how we can engineer systems to minimize or eliminate its formation. To date, she 
has published three peer-reviewed papers in high impact journals which is an exemplary 
accomplishment for a third-year doctoral student performing laboratory based research.  Erica has 
been recognized by many other organizations for her work including a Ph.D. scholarship from the 
Society of Women Engineers and 2012 College of Engineering Best Thesis Award. Erica’s interest in 
the environment goes beyond the classroom as she began a recycling program in the lab and rides her 
bike to and from the campus each day.  She also coaches soccer and volunteers with Habitat for 
Humanity and the Engineers without Borders local chapter, to name a few of her community activities.  
After receiving her M.Ed. Erica taught high school science at Clark High School for five years which 
contributed to her goal of becoming a future faculty member.  Erica is an inspiration to her peers and 
women engineers. She is a true scholar that UNLV is proud to put forward for this recognition. 

[Nominated by Dr. Jacimaria Batista, P.E., Professor, Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering and Construction, Howard R. Hughes College of Engineering] 
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Biography 
 
I am Christel Marie San Diego, and I was born and raised in the Philippines before moving here 

to Las Vegas. I am currently a business major at the College of Southern Nevada. I plan to obtain 

my Bachelor’s and Master’s degree at the University of Texas-Austin when I graduate from CSN 

to become a Certified Public Accountant and Chartered Financial Analyst. I firmly believe that 

being a part of Phi Theta Kappa and Student Government is a stepping stone for me to become a 

brilliant, fearless, and effective leader. Both gives me the opportunity to enhance, not only my 

leadership skills, but also my communication and networking skills. 
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Felipe Gutierrez Bio 

Felipe Gutierrez graduated in 2005 from North Valleys High School.  After high school Felipe 
enrolled at Truckee Meadows Community College (TMCC) for two semesters when he decided 
to enlist in Untied States Marine Corps.  He has served in Anbar Province Iraq, Rio De Janeiro, 
Brazil, Cape Town, South Africa and 29 Palms, California.  Upon completing his service to his 
country he returned to TMCC to complete an Associate of Arts degree in Business.  While 
attending TMCC he continued to serve his college and community by becoming a founding 
member of Truckee Meadows Veterans Club.  His dedication and active participation led him to 
become the President.  As president, he has been involved in many veteran and community 
outreach programs. He has organized numerous student veteran barbecues to continue an 
atmosphere filled with comradery and is responsible for coordinating a memorial for a fellow 
student veteran who passed away.  Also, he is a founding member of the Engage Veteran 
Professionals Network.  Felipe has been chosen for TMCC’s first Veterans Leadership Academy 
where he is working on a project to help the community.  After graduating in fall 15 he plans on 
continuing his education at the University of Nevada, Reno where he will pursue a Bachelor of 
Science in International Business. 
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November 6, 2015 
 
Diana Meza Cabrera – Bibliography 
 
Diana was born in Mexicali, Baha California and is a long time resident of the South Lake Tahoe 
area. She is the first member of her family to attend college. 
 
After graduation from high school, Diana worked as an intern at Barton Health and confirmed 
that nursing was her chosen profession. She received a BA in Spanish Education from Humboldt 
State University and received a certification in phlebotomy. 
 
Diana balances work, school, and family as the mother of a small child. Diana is passionate 
about helping others and making the world a better place. 
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