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OVERVIEW

Evaluating NSHE’s Corequisite and College-Ready Gateway Policy

The report evaluates the Nevada System of Higher Education’s Corequisite and College Gateway Policy. The policy,
which was effective in 2021, has the following key components:

Continuous Enroliment Requirement that all enrolled students must be enrolled in a college-level math and
English course until the program requirements for a program of study are fulfilled.

Elimination of Pre-Requisite Remedial Education Courses in math and English. Students who need additional
support in college-level math and English

College-Ready Placement policy requiring students who demonstrate readiness for college-level math and English
to be placed in the college-level course are exempt from corequisite instruction.



https://nshe.nevada.edu/wp-content/uploads/file/BoardOfRegents/Handbook/title4/T4-CH16%20Student%20Admission%20Registration%20Grades%20and%20Examinations.pdf

POLICY OBJECTIVE

Increase percent of students who complete gateway math and English in their
first year

Correlates to higher retention and graduation rates. (Belfield, Jenkins, Fink, 2019)
Prerequisite remedial education courses impede progress to a credential. (Smith-Jaggers, 2014)

Enrolling all students in gateway English and math and providing academic support as a corequisite
significantly increases percent of students completing math and English in first year. (Ran and Lee, 2024)




GATEWAY SUCCESS IN NEVADA

High Percent of Students Not Enrolling in or Completing Gateway Courses

67% of community college and 27% of four-year university students placed into prerequisite remedial
math. (NSHE, 2019)

32% of community college students did not enroll in college-level math in the first year. (NSHE, 2019)

18% of all students placed into remedial education for math completed gateway math course in first
year in 2016. (NSHE data dashboard)

Post-policy-58% of students placed into gateway math courses with corequisite support passed gateway
math in first year.

Post-policy-Dramatic improvements in retention.




RESEARCH

QUESTIONS

Have early results held steady or improved?

How are corequisite students performing in gateway courses
when compared to students who did not require additional
support!?

What percent of first time in college students are enrolling in
gateway math and English?

How are students performing in different gateway math
courses (MATH 120 - Fundamentals of Mathematics, MATH
124 — College Algebra, MATH 126 — Precalculus)

How have students performed in subsequent math and English
courses after enrolling in and passing a gateway math course
with or without corequisite support?

Have the initial improvements in fall-to-fall retention sustained
or improved over time!

What are the differences in outcomes among students from
various student groups to include part time/full time
enrollment, Pell grant eligibility, race/ethnicity, and age!?

What are the results at four-year universities and community
colleges?
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MAJOR

FINDINGS

Success in college-level English improved and stayed
steady in college-level math.

Those not enrolling in college-level math and English
increased.

Consequently, the percent of students who complete
college-level math and English in the first year declined.

All sub-populations saw some improvement, but gaps in
achievement remain.

Enrollment and completion in higher level math courses

was strong for those completing MATH 126, but very
low for MATH 124.

Retention rates were higher for students who
completed gateway courses at community colleges.



INCREASE IN NUMBER OF
STUDENTS ENROLLING IN
GATEWAY MATH AND
ENGLISH

Postsecondary enrollments improved
from 2021 and 2024

Despite increase in enrollments,
student enrollment in English
declined.

Math course enrollments remained
steady, but as more students enrolled

in college, more did not enroll in
gateway math

English saw a bounce back on
students not enrolling in English.
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PERCENT PASSING
GATEWAYS STRONG, BUT
OVERALL COMPLETION
DECLINED

Success in English 100 or 101 steadily
improved.

Success in Math remained steady.

Despite increase in percent of

passing college-level English in their
first year the overall percent of those
completed declined due to increase
in the percent of students not
enrolling English.

While math pass rates remained
steady, the increase in those not
taking math in their first year
resulted in lower gateway math
completion.
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Pass rates in English 100 corequisite vs. English 101 without support
COMMUNITY COLLEGES

SAW IMPROVEMENTS IN all students m with support m without support

GATEWAY ENGLISH,

STABLE SUCCESS IN MATH
67% % 67% 69%
56% 57% i 59% o
Both corequisites and gateways
without corequisite support saw
improvement in course pass rates. 62% 62% 64% 66%
Fall 2021 Fall 2022 Fall 2023 Fall 2024
cohort cohort cohort cohort

Corequisite pass rates improved
more than gateway without support,
but gaps remain.

Pass rates in MATH 120, 124, or 126 corequisite vs. gateway without

Corequisite support contributed to
overall improvements in gateway pass
rates.

all students W with support m without support

67% 69% 70% 70%
52% 50% 54% 56%
58% 55% 58% 59%

Fall 2021 Fall 2022 Fall 2023 Fall 2024
cohort cohort cohort cohort

Could improvements in gateway
without support be due to more
students being placed into
corequisites?




Pass rates in English 100 corequisite support vs. English 101 without
FOUR-YEAR UNIVERSITIES support at four-year universities

SAW IMPROVEMENTS IN allstudents  mwithsupport  mwithout support
GATEWAY ENGLISH,

DECLINE IN GATEWAY — 82% 83% e | 1%
MATH 69% 68% 68%

Corequisite students saw steady

improvements in English, while those

in gateway without support remained

steady. 7% 79% 80% 81%
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Improvements in corequisite English
drove overall improvements.
Gaps between corequisite and those Pass rates in MATH 120/124 /126 corequisite vs. gateway without

without support narrowed in English.
all students m with support m without support

Pass rates in corequisites remained

steady in math, but pass rates for 83% 80% 80% —
students who did not require 66% 65% 66% 66%
support declined.

Drops in overall pass rates in math

are due to performance in gateway l l l l
courses without support. % 10% % 0%
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cohort cohort cohort cohort

Should more students be placed into
corequisites?”




DIFFERENCES IN PASS RATES

ACROSS MATH COURSES AT
COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Fall 2021 cohort Fall 2022 cohort Fall 2023 cohort Fall 2024 cohort
Starting MATH course in Year 1
Enrollments in corequisites for Math passed passed passed passed
ily i i in MATH 120, 124
120 and 124 are steadily increasing. it;;ted in 0,124, or 58% 55% 58% 59%
Enrollments in corequisites increasing. with support 52% 50% 54% 56%
without support 67% 69% 70% 70%
improvements in pass rates. I ey 57% 56% 59% 62%
. ithout t 69% 2% 73% T7%
MATH 124 saw a decline in pass rates WO SUpPOY : . ’ .
due to decrease in pass rates for Stated in MATH 124
corequisites. with support 56% 47% 50% 48%
without support 61% 64% 65% 63%

corequisites and sections without
support.

with support 44% 45% 49% 54%
without support 68% 70% 71% 66%

MATH 126 pass rates largely
attributable to improvements in
corequisites.




PASS RATES VARIED ACROSS

MATH COURSES AT FOUR-
YEAR UNIVERSITIES

Pass rates in MATH 120 improved almost
exclusively because of success of students
in corequisites.

Math 120 saw improvements in success for
students who did not receive support.

Decline in pass rates in MATH 124 largely
due to decline among students not

receiving corequisite support.

Pass rates in MATH 126 declined for both
corequisites and students not receiving
corequisite support.

Would a shift in placement to put more
students in corequisites increase course
pass rates?

Fall 2021 cohort

Fall 2022 cohort
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Fall 2024 cohort

Starting MATH course in Year 1

passed

passed

passed

passed

Started in MATH 120, 124, or
126

with support

74%

without support
Started in MATH 120
with support

without support
Started in MATH 124

with support

without support
Started in MATH 126
with support

without support

70%

71%

70%




SUBSEQUENT
STUDENT SUCCESS




COMMUNITY COLLEGE
STUDENTS WHO ENROLL
IN GATEWAY MATH AND
ENGLISH HAVE HIGHER
RETENTION RATES

Fall 2021 Fall 2022 Fall 2023 Fall 2024

Enroliment in Math/English

Started in both English and MATH with

- Students. who enrqll in gateway math 59% 55% 60% 62%
and English in the first year have support
much higher retention rates than , _
students who did not enroll in Sfarted 0o ] Snelilh 69% 68% 65% 67%
English and Math without support
Did not enroll in English and MATH 31% 37% 35% 39%

Students who passed both math and
English in first year have very high
retention rates.

Passed English 100 or 101 74% 72% 74% 74%
Passed MATH 120, 124, or 126 79% 78% 78% 80%
Passed both English and MATH 83% 82% 81% 82%

Did not pass both English and MATH 45% 45% 47% 50%




RETENTION RATES
HIGHER WHEN PASSING
MATH AND ENGLISH IN

FIRST YEAR AT FOUR-YEAR
UNIVERSITIES

Fall 2021 Fall 2022 Fall 2023 Fall 2024

Enroliment in Math/English

Started in both English and MATH with

69% 72% 171% 75%
Enrollment in math and English did support
not generate higher retention rates. Sttt o Tt Bl i T
i i
) g 79% 81% 80% 81%
Students passing gateway math and without support
English did have higher retention Did not enroll in English and MATH 74% 77% 73% 78%

rates.

Gateway Success in Year 1

Over 90% of students who passed .
gateway math were retained. Passed English 100 or 101 85% 85% 86% 86%

Passed MATH 120, 124, or 126 88% 89% 88% 90%

Improved efforts to enroll and
support students in gateway courses

::t‘gsd lead to even higher retention Did not pass both English and MATH 73% 74% 76% 77%

Passed both English and MATH 88% 90% 89% 91%




LOW ENROLLMENTS IN HIGHER LEVEL
MATH FOR MATH 124 STUDENTS

Fall 2021 cohort Fall 2022 cohort Fall 2023 cohort Fall 2024 cohort

Starting MATH enrolled in | passed enrolled in | passed enrolled in enrolled in | passed
course in Year 1 passed passed passed higher passed
gateway gateway gateway gateway

math

Started in MATH 124

with support

without support

Started in MATH 126

with support 44% 56% 39% 45% 60% 43% 49% 62% 42% 54% 67% 40%

without support 68% 45% 35% 70% 61% 54% 71% 55% 46% 66% 64% 51%




LOW ENROLLMENTS IN HIGHER LEVEL
MATH FOR MATH 124 STUDENTS

Fall 2021 cohort Fall 2022 cohort Fall 2023 cohort Fall 2024 cohort

SEREL AL enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled | passed
courseinYear1 | Passed | . . passed | . passed | passed | )
in higher in higher in higher in higher higher-

atewa atewa atewa atewa
g y math g y math g y math g y math level math

4-YEAR INSTITUTIONS

Started in MATH

with support 62% 25% 17% 67% 24% 19% 70% 19% 14% 65% 30% 19%

without support 89% 21% 17% 82% 20% 18% 85% 24% 19% 79% 20% 18%

Started in MATH
196 76% 69% 51% 71% 69% 54% 70% 68% 49% 69% 68% 51%

with support 69% 70% 49% 65% 71% 52% 63% 67% 44% 66% 67% 47%

without support 83% 68% 53% 80% 67% 56% 81% 68% 54% 78% 72% 60%




KEY

RECOMMENDATIONS

Investigate root causes of students not enrolling in math and English
courses in their first year.

Consider changes to corequisite placement for gateway courses

Convene math faculty and faculty from programs of study the role
of MATH 124 as a general education math course:

Document the practices by institutions that have excelled.



