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 ACADEMIC PROGRAM CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM
(Revised August 2024) 

Directions: Use this form when proposing a change to an existing academic program (e.g. credit 
changes, curricular changes, and other structural changes, and any accompanying name 
change). For name changes only, please use Program Name Change form. For program 
eliminations/deactivations, please use the Program Elimination/Deactivation form. For more 
detail on the NSHE approval process for changes to existing academic programs, see the last 
page of this form. 

 DATE OF REQUEST: 4/19/2026 

INSTITUTION: University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM: Check applicable box 

 Skills Certificate (<30 credits) 
 Certificate (30+ credits) 
 Associate of Arts (AA) 
 Associate of Science (AS) 
 Associate of Applied Science (AAS) 
 Bachelor of Arts (BA) 

 Bachelor of Science (BS) 
 Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) 
 Master of Arts (MA) 
 Master of Science (MS) 
 Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 
 Other named degree (e.g. MBA) 

CURRICULAR OR STRUCTURAL CHANGE: Curricular Changes and Name Change 

NEW NAME (if applicable): Educational Psychology and Learning Sciences 

CURRENT NAME AND STRUCTURE: Educational Psychology  

EFFECTIVE SEMESTER/ TERM OF CHANGE (e.g. Fall 2025): Fall 2027 

CIP Code (Please use the CIP 2020 6-digit code): 42.2806 

Date of AAC Approval: 

 

Date of Board Approval: 

             06-10-26
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A. Brief description of proposed change 

The University of Nevada, Las Vegas requests approval to make curricular and structural 
changes to the Ph.D. Educational Psychology. These changes include adding two new 
concentrations related to Learning Sciences to the doctoral program in Educational 
Psychology: Subplan 4 (Post-Master’s) and Subplan 5 (Post-Bachelor’s), making changes to 
the curriculum to unify all concentration areas into a set of core courses, and changing the 
name of the program to “Educational Psychology and Learning Sciences.” 
 

B. Justification for proposed change in existing academic program 
The “Learning Sciences” is an interdisciplinary field that includes not only educational 
psychology, but also educational technology, instructional design, computer/information 
sciences, anthropology, and applied linguistics. It is concerned with the effective design of 
learning environments. The addition of this concentration will allow students to continue to 
specialize in this area upon approval of the elimination of the Ph.D. Learning Sciences in a 
separate proposal.  
 
In order to maintain unity among all concentration areas, students in all concentrations take 
a set of required core courses intended to introduce students to broad knowledge relating 
to all areas of specialization. Curricular changes will be made to ensure that learning 
sciences courses are added to each concentration. 
   
The name change reflects the expanded focus of the program. The name change would help 
with program enrollments by attracting students who are specifically looking for a degree in 
learning sciences. The name change would also enhance the job prospects of graduates by 
making the scope of the degree program clear to potential employers.  
 

C. Relationship to other programs or units within the institution and System 

Faculty from three other departments also participate in the Learning Sciences program by 
co-advising students and serving on student committees. These departments are (1) 
Teaching and Learning (Educational Technology area), (2) Computer Science, and (3) 
Psychology. We expect these relationships to continue. 

D. Estimate of resources needed for proposed change (i.e. personnel, library holdings, 
facilities, equipment) 

Nominal expenses will be required for making changes to printed materials, signage, etc. 
The College of Education Dean’s office will fund these resources.  

E. Outline the provision(s) made for physical facilities and equipment to accommodate the 
change 

No provisions are needed. 
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F. Estimated annual financial impact of proposed change 

We anticipate no financial impact as a result of these changes. 

 

Please attach any supporting documentation (e.g., support letters from the community or 
industry). 
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