
Dixie May 
2026 Distinguished Nevadan 

With great honor and pride, I nominate Reno philanthropist, Dixie May, as a Distinguished Nevadan 

for her many years of giving her time and treasure to charitable causes and to the University of 

Nevada, Reno. 

When she was 10 years old, Dixie's legal guardian became Wilbur D. May and nine years later he 

adopted her as his own. Wilbur D. May was the son of the founder of the May Department Stores 

Company which was founded in 1864 in Leadville, Colorado as May Dry Goods. The store expanded_ 

as the May Department Stores with locations across the United States and in 2005 was acquired bf 

Federated Stores. 

In 1936 Dixie's father purchased 2,250 acres in south east Reno and by combining and placing his 

initials on top of each other, he named his property the Double Diamond Ranch. Although he was a 

world wide traveler, hunter and adventurer, Reno became his beloved home. 

Dixie graduated from high school when she was 17 years old and her father sent her to a finishing 

school in Switzerland, where she learned French, high German and Swiss German. 

She spent her early years in Illinois, Nevada, California and Switzerland before settling in Grass 

Valley, California, where she lived for nearly 13 years as a rancher on her 1,060 acre Double 

Diamond Ranch. She returned to Reno in 1994 and has made her permanent home here ever since. 

Major highlights of her philanthropy and awards include the following: 

At the University of Nevada, Reno's spring commencement in 2001, May was awarded an honorary 

doctorate of human letters. 

In 2011 Dixie was honored as a recipient of the University of Nevada's prestigious Jake Lawlor 

award at the 43rd annual Governor's Dinner at the Governor's Mansion in Carson City. The Jake 

Lawlor Award, named after the former Wolf Pack coach, is given annually to an individual who has 

demonstrated substantial and exemplary support of Nevada's intercollegiate athletics program 

over an extended period of time. May's support of Wolf Pack Athletics dates back to the early 

1990s and has included unprecedented gifts to the scholarship fund supporting women's athletics 

and a major gift for their Marguerite Peterson Athletic Academic Center. May was also one of the 

first donors to commit to Nevada's Moving to the Mountain Campaign. An inaugural member of the 

Center Court steering committee (supporting women's basketball), May has been a member of the 

AAUN Board of Directors since 2010 and is a Wolf Pack season ticket holder. 
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From 1995 to 2001 May served on the University of Nevada's Foundation Board of Directors and 

served as chair for two years and served on the executive board for six years. She is currently an 

emeriti member of the foundation. 

The Wilbur May Foundation under Dixie's guidance annually donates $100,000 to women's athletic 

scholarships. 

May has been involved for the last 15 years as a major donor to the Dean Future Scholars Program. 

In 2022 May personally donated the seed money ($100,000) to begin the UNR Sports Management 

Program in the College of Business and gave the same donation amount the second year. 

Through the Wilbur May Foundation in 2023 she gave the lead gift for the NICU/PICU fifth floor unit 

at Renown Hospital in Reno. 

For 32 years May has been heavily involved in the Children's Cabinet and the Children's Cabinet 

Wilbur D. May Youth Center. In 2012 she was honored as the first recipient of the Dixie May 

Philanthropy Award. This award is given annually to deserving Nevadans. With the 40th anniversary 

of the Children's Cabinet in 2025, she received a special award for her philanthropy along with the 

Children's Cabinet original founder and his wife. 

In conclusion, I would like to add a quote from former University of Nevada Athletic Director Cary 

Groth, which states, " Dixie May's support for University of Nevada athletics is critical to our 

success now and in the future. Dixie is passionately committed to young people, especially our 

female student athletes and without her leadership and generosity, we would not have been able to 

build our quality facilities or provide the support our student-athletes need to succeed. She has 

lived an extraordinary life, but remains modest and generous. Dixie is a special member of the Wolf 

Pack family and we are so grateful for her commitment and support." 

I humbly asked the Board of Regents to unanimously support Dixie May as a 2026 Distinguished 

Nevadan. 

Submitted by Regent Carol Del Carlo on December 31, 2025 
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