
Nomination for Diana L. Bennett – Distinguished Nevadan Award 

It is my profound honor to nominate Diana L. Bennett for the Distinguished Nevadan 
Award, the highest recognition bestowed by our state. Diana’s career is a story of vision, 
grit, and grace, a reflection of Nevada’s pioneering spirit itself. 

Diana is one of the most accomplished and respected leaders in the global gaming 
industry. As Chair and Co-Founder of Paragon Gaming, she has transformed properties 
across North America and pioneered innovative partnerships, including the River Cree 
Resort & Casino, the first-ever First Nations gaming property in Alberta, Canada. Under 
her leadership, Paragon Gaming has built a reputation for excellence in development, 
operations, and community engagement — values that mirror Diana’s own approach to 
leadership: build boldly, lead with integrity, and leave the door open for others to follow. 

A second-generation casino operator, Diana began her career in the casino industry not 
as an executive, but on the ground floor. After attending Arizona State University, she left 
school to pursue her passion for gaming and hospitality — a bold move that would define 
her lifelong trajectory. Her early hands-on work in casinos taught her every facet of the 
business, from the front lines to the boardroom, preparing her to become one of the most 
trusted figures in an industry once dominated by men. 

Throughout her career, Diana has led with both innovation and heart. She previously 
served as President and Chief Operating Officer of Casino Data Systems, where she 
guided the company to become one of North America’s leading gaming manufacturers. 
Her leadership, vision, and deep understanding of gaming operations have earned her 
national recognition, including her induction into the American Gaming Association’s 
Gaming Hall of Fame in 2017 — one of the highest honors in her field. 

Yet, for all her professional success, it is Diana’s philanthropic leadership that truly 
distinguishes her. She has chaired both the Three Square Food Bank Board of Directors 
and the UNLV Foundation Board, leaving lasting legacies of community impact and 
institutional growth. Today, she continues to serve as Co-Chair of the Dignity Health 
Foundation and as a Board Member of Lexicon Bank, where she brings her trademark 
blend of business acumen and civic purpose to every endeavor. 

Through the Bennett Family Foundation, Diana has dedicated herself to uplifting 
Nevada’s children, families, and women. Her foundation has supported organizations 
such as Opportunity Village, Child Focus, and The Nevada Children’s Center, as well as 
programs that promote education, inclusion, and human rights — including her long-time 
support of The Center, Las Vegas’s LGBTQ+ advocacy organization. Her commitment to 
advancing women’s leadership led her to co-found the Nevada chapter of the 
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International Women’s Forum and support initiatives like UNLV’s EmpowerHER program, 
which cultivates the next generation of female leaders in business and hospitality. 

Diana’s legacy is not only one of achievement but of generosity and mentorship. She 
exemplifies what it means to be a Distinguished Nevadan — someone who doesn’t just 
succeed in Nevada, but elevates Nevada. Her story is one of perseverance, integrity, and 
impact; of a woman who helped shape Las Vegas into the world-class destination it is 
today, while never losing sight of the people who make this state extraordinary. 

In Diana Bennett, we see the best of Nevada — entrepreneurial spirit, bold vision, and a 
heart committed to service. Her contributions have touched lives across our state and 
beyond, and her example continues to inspire generations of leaders to come. 

There could be no more fitting recipient of Nevada’s highest civilian honor. 
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