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Our State Needs a
Veterinary School

A  v e t  s c h o o l  s u p p o r t s  a n i m a l  w e l f a r e ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,
e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e ,  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  w o r k f o r c e
s t a b i l i t y  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e

V e t e r i n a r i a n s  p l a y  a  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  f o o d
s a f e t y ,  a n d  b i o s e c u r i t y

O u t - o f - s t a t e  t r a i n i n g  p i p e l i n e s  d o  n o t
m e e t  l o n g - t e r m  w o r k f o r c e  d e m a n d

P e r s i s t e n t  s h o r t a g e s  i n  r u r a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  f o o d -
a n i m a l  v e t e r i n a r y  s e r v i c e s

N e v a d a  h a s  n o  i n - s t a t e  D o c t o r  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c i n e
( D V M )  p r o g r a m ;  s t u d e n t s  p u r s i n g  t h a t  d e g r e e  l e a v e
t h e  s t a t e .  

W e  c o n d u c t e d  a  n e e d s  a n a l y s i s .  O u r  f i n d i n g s :  
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Additional needs:
Southern Nevada  

“ I n  S o u t h e r n  N e v a d a ,  f e w e r  a v a i l a b l e  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  m e a n
l o n g e r  a p p o i n t m e n t  w a i t  t i m e s ,  h i g h e r  t r e a t m e n t  c o s t s ,  a n d
m o r e  p e t  s u r r e n d e r s  a s  o w n e r s  c a n n o t  a c c e s s  o r  a f f o r d  c a r e . ”  
– L a s  V e g a s  S u n

“ T h e  A n i m a l  F o u n d a t i o n  i n  L a s  V e g a s  s a i d  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  a
s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d  i s s u e .  T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  j o b s  a v a i l a b l e  t h a n
p e o p l e  t o  f i l l  t h e m . ”  – K T V N  L a s  V e g a s

T h e  U S D A ’ s  V e t e r i n a r y  S e r v i c e s  S h o r t a g e  m a p  l i s t s  m u l t i p l e
N e v a d a  c o u n t i e s — s u c h  a s  L i n c o l n  C o u n t y — a s  d e s i g n a t e d
s h o r t a g e  a r e a s  f o r  r u r a l  f o o d ‑ a n i m a l  p r a c t i c e .   
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There are 32 schools or colleges of veterinary medicine in the U.S. that are accredited or accreditation
pending – all are members of the AAVMC (American Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges).

Closest accredited veterinary (DVM) schools to the University
of Nevada, Reno:

University of California, Davis – School of Veterinary
Medicine

Oregon State University – Carlson College of Veterinary
Medicine 

Washington State University – College of Veterinary
Medicine 

Midwestern University – College of Veterinary
Medicine 

Colorado State University – College of Veterinary
Medicine & Biomedical Sciences 

Over a quarter of vet school applicants
for the class of 2026 identified as first-
generation college students.

Job growth for the veterinary industry is
expected to grow 19% for the next 10
years 
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FEASIBILITY STUDY
Demonstrated demand and workforce need

Stakeholder and clinical partner consultation

Veterinary education models 
hospital-based,
community-based

Cost structure
Competitive tuition (approximately $26,000)
State investment (capital and operational
support)

Donor enthusiasm and philanthropic interest
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University of Nevada, Reno

Established strengths in agriculture, animal science, biomedical research, and veterinary science

Land: UNR owns the land needed to developVeterinary School

UNR’s statewide Cooperative Extension programs spans ranching and farming and livestock care, to wildlife
and rangelands protection, to 4-H Youth
Institution’s deep engagement with rural communities 

UNR has a unique capacity to integrate veterinary
education with public health education and population
health.
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Partnerships

C o n v e r s a t i o n s
w i t h  t h e  N V

D e p a r t m e n t  o f
A g r i c u l t u r e

Research

B e n c h m a r k i n g  v i s i t  t o
T e x a s  T e c h ’ s  S c h o o l  o f
V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c i n e ,

i n f o r m a t i o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s
w i t h  i n d u s t r y
p r o f e s s i o n a l s

Collaboration

D i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h
p r a c t i c i n g

v e t e r i n a r i a n s  a n d
i n d u s t r y

s t a k e h o l d e r s

Innovation

I n t e r n a l
c o o r d i n a t i o n  a c r o s s
a c a d e m i c ,  r e s e a r c h ,
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

u n i t s
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Veterinary Education Models
Under Our Review

Community-based, distributed clinical training
model

Hybrid model combining campus-based instruction
with statewide clinical partners

Traditional hospital-based model 

phased implementation to manage cost,
accreditation, and risk
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Project Initiation

Currently in
exploratory

stage

Ongoing refinement of
academic, facility, and

accreditation pathways:

securing NSHE Board of Regents approval to
establish College of Veterinary Medicine
initiating  engagement with the American V
eterinary Medical Association Council on
Education 
launching national search for a planning dean
advancing facility planning and funding
strategies
continuing internal development of
curriculum, admissions, and clinical
partnerships

Provisional
accreditation by

2028

Target launch
window late

2020's, pending
approvals

Planning Status,
Conceptual Timeline

(Our timeline remains flexible as planning progresses)
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Cost and Funding Considerations

Capital needs include teaching facilities and equipment

Operating costs include faculty, staff, partnerships, student support

Funding proposal includes a mix of state investment,
philanthropy, tuition, and research support

Detailed cost estimates are in development and not yet finalized
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Next Steps

Continue feasibility analysis, model refinement
Advance accreditation planning discussions
Engage NSHE leadership and Board for continual guidance
Develop facility concepts and flesh out funding strategy
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