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NSHE hosted 13 strategic plan 
listening sessions in late 2021 and 
early 22.

We revisited strategic priorities, 
discussed the current 
challenges and opportunities 
and put the strategic plan 
together.

GOING BACK TO THE STRATEGIC PLAN

2021-
2022

2ND

HALF
2024

EARLY STRATEGIC PLANNING
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Students who earned at least 
12 credit hours of CPL saved
nearly $4,000 at public 
universities.

Tuition Savings
Students at public community 
colleges completed associate 
degrees 14 months faster on 
average than students without 
CPL.

Time-to-Degree Acceleration
Adult students who earn CPL 
credits are 17 percent more likely 
to complete, compared to those 
without CPL.

Improved Completion Rates

National Evidence on CPL
Benefits for Adult Learners: National Data

Source: Council for Adult and Experiential Learning 
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The population of students 
age 25+ enrolled within NSHE 
decreased by 23% between 
Fall 2014 and Fall 2023.

Adult Enrollment Decline
321,000 adults in Nevada that 
have some college and no 
degree.

Time-to-Degree Acceleration
The Nevada Adult Degree 
Attainment Rate is 11                   
percentage points below the 
national average.

Adult Completion Rate

Challenges and 
Opportunities in Nevada

Sources: Nevada System of Higher Ed, National Student Clearinghouse, & U.S. Census Bureau
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STRATEGIC PLAN APPROVED JAN
2025
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In Spring 2025, we learned about
the Constellation of Support: A
Capacity-Building Approach to
Institutional Change Grant.

New Credit for Prior Learning Policy approved by the 
Board. 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTS 

SPRING 
2025 

SEP 
2025
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Align
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Advanced Placement 
Advanced Placement (AP) is a 
high school program offering 
college-level rigor through 
courses and standardized exams 
that can lead to college credit.

• 25,332 Nevada high school 
students in 2024 took an AP 
Course.

• 42,071 AP Exams were 
administered to Nevada high 
school students in 2024.

CLEP
CLEP exams are standardized 
assessments taken at approved 
test centers that measure college-
level knowledge and can lead to 
college credit.

The College Board program is 
designed primarily for adults and 
nontraditional students.

] International Baccalaureate (IB) 
offers rigorous high school 
courses and standardized exams 
that may lead to college credit.

International Baccalaureate 

International Baccalaureate (IB) is a 
high school program offering 
college-level rigor through 
courses and standardized exams 
that can lead to college credit.

IB isn’t widely offered in Nevada, 
but it has seen some growth in 
recent years.

The requisite scores and credit that students earn based on 
performance on these exams has not been aligned across NSHE.

Why Do This Work?
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NSHE partnered with faculty to 
review 89 exams and determine 
the requisite score and 
corresponding college credit 
for each exam during 
September and October 2025.

Faculty Review

Before CPL Exam Review
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The Academic Affairs Council 
(AAC) reviewed the 89-exam 
inventory on December 3.

Academic Affairs Council

After CPL Exam Review

NSHE partnered with faculty to 
review 89 exams and determine 
the requisite score and 
corresponding college credit 
for each exam during 
September and October 2025.

Faculty Review
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Example I: Financial Accounting CLEP Exam (Score of 50)

Before Alignment

1 Campus

Financial 
Accounting

Managerial 
Accounting  

6 Hours 

2 Campuses

Financial 
Accounting

3 Hours 

1 Campus

Elective
3 Hours 

3 Campuses 0 Hours 

After Alignment

All 7 Campuses

Financial 
Accounting 

3 Hours 
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Example II: International Baccalaureate Mathematics: Analysis & 
Approaches  (Score of 4 Higher Level)

Before Alignment

Elective
3 Hours 

0 Hours 

2 Campuses

5 Campuses

All 7 Campuses

After Alignment

PPre-Calculus & 
Trigonometry 

Calculus 
I 

9 Hours 
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