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Addressing Affordability: NSHE's Key Initiatives

Credit for Prior Learning Open Educational Dual Credit Systemwide Transfer
Resources
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Section 1

Credit for Prior Learning
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CPL Journey 1.0

(BOARD OF REGENTS 12/04/25 & 12/05/25) Ref. BOR-20b, Page 5 of 24



Communicate CPL
Exam Inventories to
K-12 Partners

Continue Working with Student Ready Strategies with a
Focus on: Military Training, Career & Technical Education,
Corporate/Governmental Training, Departmental Exams,
and Licensure/Certifications

Finalize Systemwide CPL
Exam Inventory

CPLJourney 1.1
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Section 2

Open Educational Resources
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Open Educational
Resources Work

Free or low-cost textbooks and course materials that replace
expensive commercial textbooks.

(BOARD OF REGENTS 12/04/25 & 12/05/25) Ref. BOR-20b, Page 8 of 24



National Survey: Share of students who said they have been
impacted in their college career by course material costs in the
following ways:

Take Fewer Courses

Not Register for a Specific Course

Earn a Poor Grade

Withdraw from a Course

Go Without all Course Materials

Source: Bay View Analytics 2023 National Survey on Student Course Material Affordability
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An OER Initiative in
Texas resulted in
students saving an
average of $137.00 per
course.

Source: Texas Higher Ed Coordinating Board OER Grant Program Legislative Report
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83rd Legislative Session (Adjourned June 3, 2025)

Assembly Bill 345

OER Requirements
e Develop policies supporting the use of no-cost and low-cost OER.

e Requires institutions to mark OER courses in their online course
registration systems.
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TEXTBOOKS

e NSHE institutions continue to add OER options for students, particularly in high-enroliment
general education courses.
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Section 3

Dual Credit
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$00121
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$14000

Students who complete their first 60
credit hours through concurrent
enrollment at $100 per course and
then complete the remaining 60
credit hours at an R-1 university save
approximately $14,000 in fees.
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27% 59%

Enrollment of Nevadans
at NSHE Institutions
Within a Year High
School Graduation

Non-Dual Credit Participants Dual Credit Participants

Source: NSHE Data Dashboard (HS Graduating Class 2023)
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Percentage of Nevada High School Graduates Who
Enrolled at an NSHE Institution Within One Year of
Graduation and Completed an NSHE Credential

Non-Dual Credit

Source: NSHE Data Dashboard (HS Graduating Class 2018)
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Transfer

Section 4

Transfer
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Transfer

One of the most powerful policy levers that a system can
activate is the creation of robust systemwide transfer
and articulation pathways that optimize the transfer
process, minimize credit loss, reduce costs, and

accelerate degree completion.
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Last Substantive
NSHE Revision T
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Core National Best Practices for Systemwide Transfer that
Have Been Practiced the Last Decade

Common Course Numbering

Ensures that courses with the same prefix and number transfer
seamlessly and apply toward degree requirements at the receiving
institution when required for the student’s program of study.

Common Systemwide General Education Package

Establishes a unified package of general education courses that transfers
in full across all institutions and clearly defines the specific course
requirements that satisfy each discipline requirement.

Systemwide Associate Degrees

Consist of at least 60 credit hours in a defined area of study, with all
credits guaranteed to transfer and apply toward a bachelor’s degree in
the same field at any university within the system.
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Institution by Institution Transfer Versus Systemwide Transfer

Institution by Institution
Transfer Agreements

Systemwide Transfer Agreement:
One Agreement for the Whole System

UNR CSN WNC

CSN m UNLV | TMmCC m
CSN m NSU  TMCC m UNLV
CSN m UNR  TMCC m NSU
WNC m UNLV GBC n UNR
WNC m NSU GBC m UNLV
WNCM UNR GBC m

TMCC

NSU NSU
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